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THE EARLY SETTLERS OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 


In the 17th century the eyes of all Europe were fixed 
upon this continent. Its rulers, in particular, cast long- 
ing glances toward these shores as offering extraordinary 
openings for Colonial enterprise and commercial] jnterest. 


The region along the Delaware river offered attractions. 
equal to, or greater, than any other along the Atlantic 
coast; and among all the settlements there was no sec- 
tion where the races of Europe were so promiscuously co- 
_ Mingled as in Pennsylvania. The Province of Pennsyl- 

vania was from the first a refuge for the oppressed and 
persecuted of all nationalities and was sought out by 
Germans, Swiss and French Huguenots as-the home of 
tolerance, while it was recognized by the oppressed of 
the old world as the ideal land of liberty—the Paradise 
of Peace. 


Across the broad hills and green LA of Pennsyl- 
vania has passed, for more than 200 years, a restless 
multitude of toiling wanderers, seeking their fortune in — 
the New World. Here may be heard the vernacular of 
scores of races whose hearts throb in unison. 


We have heard sung, “Pennsylvania. is the Keystone 
State, if history be true sir. Settled first by Wiliam 
Penn in 1682 sir’, but before the arrival of Wm. Penn aes 
there were cosmopolitan settlements on the Western | 
_ shores of the Delaware river, in what is now Pennsyl- 
vania. Among these early settlers were the Dutch, 
Swedes, English and Welsh. . Papier Ke 
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| We think of the Dutch as confining their settlement 
to the New Netherlands but they also located along the 
Delaware. The time of theirffirst arrival is not exactly 
known. They claimed the land lying on the East ag , 
well as that on the West side of the Delaware—by rights 
of discovery. As early as 1623 they made their first 
settlement on the East shore of what is now the state 
of New Jersey. There is no doubt that during the next 
15 years a number of famikes from the New Jersey side 
of the river, crossed it and settled on the West bank. ~ 


In 1631 Capt. De Vries and a party of Dutch colonists 
effected a settlement at Lewes Creek, on the West side 
-cf the Delaware. De Vries: then went back to Holland, _ 
leaving his colony in charge of Giles Osset. On- his re- 
turn the following year (1 32), he found the fort and 
settlement in ruins, and the fields strewn with the bones 
of his countrymen. The account states that Osset had 
set upon a post at the fort, a piece of glittering tin with 
the Coat of Arms of Holland emblazoned thereon, which 
aroused the cupidity of an Indian, who not knowing its 
object, stole it to make a tobacco box of it. Osset, -on 
discovering the loss, was greatly offended, claiming the 
removal of the Coat of Arms to be a national insult. He 
notified the Chiefs of the theft and so strongly urged 
his demands for redress, that the Indians brought him 
the head of the offender. This led to further complica- 
tions, which resulted in the massacre of the entire Col- 
ony. In 1634 De Vries sailed farther up the river and 
landed on Little Tinicum Island, now a part of Delaware 
County, Pa. There is no*doubt.but that some of his 
colonists settled here and gradually made their way far- . 
| bad ther into the South-Eastern part of the state of Penn- 

} sylvania. 


The Swedes, in the mean time, having learned of the 
successful enterprise of the Dutch in the new world, 
determined also on founding a colony, and sent out an 
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expedition under command of Peter Minuit, who was for- 
merly governor of New Amsterdam. This desire had 
been instilled in the hearts and minds of the sturdy 
Swedes by their late King Gustavus Adolphus, whose 
far-seeing and comprehensive genius was quick to recog- 
nize the advantages offered here by climate, soil and 
other natural resources for the establishment of colonies. 


A ship of war and another small vessel, laden with 

people, provisions, merchandise for traffic with the In-. 

dians, and with manuals of devotion and instruction in 

their Lutheran faith, set sail from Gothenburg, Aug., { 

1637, to found a New Sweden on the banks of the Del- 

aware. The Rev. Toikillus accompanied the colony as 

Pastor. They landed in 1638 near Cape Henlopen and 

were so charmed with the spot, that they named it Para- 

dise Point. Land extending from Cape Henlopen to- the 

Falls at Trenton, and thence westward to the great fall 

in the Susquehanna River, near York Haven, was im- 

mediately purchased from the Indians who were re- 

garded as the proper owners of the country. A deed was : 

drawn up for the land thus purchased. - This was written 

in Dutch, because no Swede was yet able to interpret 

the language of the natives. It was signed by the hands 

and marks of the Indians. The writing was sent home 

to Sweden to be preserved in the Royal archives. A 

fort was built and named Fort Christiana, after the 

Virgin Queen who reigned at the time in Sweden. Thus 

nearly 50 years before the historic. treaty made by Wm. 

Penn with the Indians under the Shakamaxon Elm, the 

Swedish Lutherans had made honorable purchase of 

their lands from “the lords of the country”, and the 

friendly attitude of the savages toward Penn, was in a 
great measure due to the Christian labors of the pious 
Swedes, who for nearly half a century previous had been 
teaching and practicing among them the righteous prin- 
ciples and the brotherly love of the Gospel, in close prox- ae 
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imity to the very spot laid out by Penn for his right- 
angled city. 


The second emigration off Swedes took place under “ 
Lieut. Col. John Printz, who had been appointed Gov. of 
New Sweden. They arrived in 1648. It required six 
months to make the voyage. A fort of green logs, 
mounted with four cannon, was erected and the settle- 
ment named New Gottenberg. Provisions were made 
for the planting of corn and tobacco. A short time there- 
after Printz built a pretentious mansion on Tinicum Isl- 
and, with an orchard and pleasure house. This mansion 
was two stories high and built of hewn logs, with two 
or more fireplaces, and ovens made of brick imported ~ 
from Sweden for the purpose. There were even glass 
windows. The utensils wefe of copper and tin. Their 
light was candle. The hodse also contained a fine lib- 
rary and every convenience known at that period.. This 
‘great house stood 160 years, mabe it was accidently 
destroyed by fire. 


_ Printz planted orchards, cleared fields and firmly es--. 
tablished himself on the place he determined should ~be 
the seat of government of the Swedish colony. Gov. 
Printz reported to his home government that he ‘‘had 
built a church, which had a bell and belfry and was 
adorned and decorated according to our Swedish fash- 
ion”. There was a grave yard adjacent to the church 
in which was interred the corpse of Andrew Hanson’s 
daughter Catharine, who was buried Oct. 26, 1646. This 
was the first burial of any European in Pennsylvania; 
certainly the first in any régularly established cemetery. 
The marriage of Gov. Printz’s daughter, Armegot to the . 
commandant at Fort Christina was solemnized at this. 
church in 1644, and it is believed to have been the first | 
instance in which a matrimonial ceremony -was per- 
formed between Europeans within the limits of the pres- 
ent State of Pennsylvania. 
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e edish colonists beaiinted ay arrive stot fare to 
time, and the settlement soon spread by their accession, 
up to, and above the mouth of the Schuylkill River. 


Most unfortunately the Dutch, in order to maintain 


their hold on the land lying on the Delaware river— 
which they claimed by right of discovery—succeeded in 
the conquest of the Swedish forts in the year 1655, and 
assumed jurisdiction over the colony. 


In 1664, the English having conquered the whole coun- 
try of New Netherlands, Sir Robert Carr, sailed up the 
Delaware and took possession of the Dutch and Swedish 
settlements. The English retained _Possession of this 
territory until forced out by the_result of the Revolu- 
tionary War. : c 


The colony continued growing, but now, AEN by the 
accessions of English, immigrants. 


On March 4, 1681, Wm. Penn—son of Sir Wm. Penn, 
who had been a distinguished admiral in the English 
Navy, having inherited claims to the amount of £16,000 
against the Crown, for services rendered by his father, 
received in payment of said claim, a grant of a charter 
of Letters Patent from Chas. I, King of England, mak- 
ing him absolute proprietor of a large tract of land in 
the New World, called in the charter, Pennsylvania. 
Penn wished to call it New Wales, but the King insisted 
on Pennsylvania. The charter gave title to more than 
45,000 square miles of land, and was among the largest 
tracts in America ever granted to a single individual.- 


A number of motives led Penn to plant a colony in the 
New World, but the leading one was to find a place for 
his brethren, the Quakers, where they would not be 
openly insulted in the streets or dragged from -their 
meeting houses to loathsome jails and robbed of the last 
bed or cow to pay the fines for not. attending the estab- 
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lished church. Penn himself had Hod tried for preach- 
ing to “an unlawful, seditious and riotous assembly.” 


- He offered attractive concessions ‘to.the settlers. -Land 
was, Sold to them at the rate-of $10 for 100 acres, and 
every purchaser of lands should have a lot in the city, to 
be laid out along the river. In clearing the ground care 
was to be taken “to leave one acre of trees for every 
five acres cleared”. This was the beginning. of conserva- 
tion of forests in America. 


At the time of the charter, the present limits of the. 
state were inhabited by the Indians, with some Swedes 
and Dutch settled along the Delaware. 


The first rea] settlement under the-new proprietor was 
made in 1681, when Penn sent Wm. Markham, his 
cousin to take. possession of the province.’ The next 
year, 1682, after a voyage of two months, Penn himself 
arrived, bringing in his ship, the “Welcome”, a hundred 
colonists of his own faith, to found Philadelphia, the 
“City of Brotherly Love.” 


Shortly after his arrival Penn held iiéembinorabla in- 
terview with the native Indian Chiefs under the great 
elm at Shackamaxon, now Kensington, where he pro- 
claimed his desire for peace with them, which resulted 
in the signing of what has been called “The Great 
Treaty”, and which remained unbroken for more than fifty 
years. During the year 1682 no less than 23 vessels- 
arrived from Europe, bringing more than 2000 immi- 
grants. They were principally Friends or Quakers from 

. England, but some were from Wales, Ireland and Con- 
tinental Europe. . aa : 





Here are some of the- “early and interesting facts as- 
sociated with the development of this colony. : 


“The first General Assembly ander the Penn. Charter, 
met at Chester, December 4, 1682. qt See es to meet 
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at Cheated until ce 10th day of the first month, 1683, 
when it, for the first time, convened in Philadelphia. 
Wm. Penn, proprietor and Governor, presiding.” From | 
a record of the proceedings At this meeting, and suc- 
ceeding ones, the following abstracts are taken:—“And 
bee it Enacted by the Authority aforesaid, that ye days 
of ye week and ye months of ye year shall be called as 
in Scripture and not in Heathen names, as ye first, sec- 
ond and third daies of ye week, and first, second and 

i third months of ye year, beginning with ye day called 
Sunday and ye month called March.” 
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The selling value of servants (possibly redemptioners) 
is shown in the proceedings of Council held “ye 20th of 
Ist mo. 1683,” where “The Peticion of Nathaniel Allen 
wag read, showing that he ljad sold a servt to Henry 
Bowman, for six hundred weight of beefe, with ye hide 
and tallow and six pounds sterl., which ye said Bowman 
delayed to pay ye said Petitioner.” 


At a Council held “ye 26th of ye 10th mo., 1683, the 
Governor and Provincial Council having taken into ser- - 
. jous consideration the great necessity there is of a School 
Master for ye Instruction and Sober Education of Youth 
in the towne of Philadelphia, sent for Enock Flower, 
an inhabitant of said towne, who for twenty years past 
Lath been exercised in that care and Imployment in Eng- 
land to whom having Communicated tleir mind, he Em- 
braced it on the following terms, to Learne.to read Eng- - 
lish 4’s (shillings) by ye Quarter, to Learne to read and 
write 6’s by ye Quarter, to Learne to read, write and 
Cast Acco.’s 8’s by ye Quarté for Boardirf% a Scholler, 
that is to say, dyet, washing, Lodging and Schooling, 
gS Tenn. pounds for one whole year.” 


_ From the phraseology and orthography of the above, 
ae as it appears in cold type, it' is quite eyident a “School 
5 Master” .was needed. 
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At a meeting of Council held “16th of ye 11th month, 
1683, a man named Anton Weston and other persons, 


having made certain proposals in writing that were not. 


approvea o1 by the Authorities, it was decided by. the 
Gov. and Prov. Council that Anton Weston be Whypt at 


ye Market Place on Market daye three times, Each time . 
to have ten Lashes at 12 of the clock at noone, this . 


being the first day.” 149 
On the 27th of the 12th month, 1693, is the first rec- 


ord of a trial by Jury. The Jury empanelled consisted 


of 12 men, and Wm. Penn presided as Judge. The de- 
fendants in the case were a woman named Margarit 
Matson, and a man named Getro Hendrickson, who were 
both indicted for practicing witchcraft. The woman 
‘was first arraigned, and plead “not guilty”. A number of 
witnesses testified to-a great deal of hearsay evidence 
as to the woman bewitthing cows, cattle and geese, 
which she and several other witnesses denied. The Jury 
however, found her “cuilty i in manner and forme as Shee 
stands Indicted”. She afterward gave bond for $100 
for her good behavior for six months: The case against 
Hendrickson was not pressed, but he also gave bond 
for future good behavior, 


At the Council held 14th 8th mo. 1685, a French ship 
was condemned and ordered to be sold “by inch of Can- 
dle.” This method of selling was formerly much in 
vogue, but is now obsolete. - When the sale was begun, 


a piece of Candle an inch in length was lighted, and the . 


highest bidder, at the time the candle was burned down 
and the lighted wick fell, became. purchaser. — oe 





On ‘the first settlement. of Philadelphia, owing to the 


poverty of many-of the Colonists and their consequent ; 
inability to erect. dwelling. houses, ‘numbers of them lived Po 


in caves dug in the bank of the: ‘Delaware. river, and’at:-  - - 
a meeting: of Council held 13th 2nd : mo.: - 1687, if: was: or=, = eee 
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dered by the Governor, “that notice be given to all persons 
concerned in ye caves or houses built upon ye bank of 
their towne, on Delaware side, ess ‘those leased by 
the Governor and not yet expired, do by 20th of ye 
next month, provide for themselves other habitations, — 
in order to have said caves or houses destroyed, or oth- 
erwise disposed of, as the Governor shall see meet”. 


At a Council held July 1st, 1700—It was unanimouslie 
agreed’and assented to by ye Governor and Council that 
be appo:nted and is hereby authorized and im- 
powered to go round ye town with a small Bell in the 
night time to give notice to the time of ye night and the.. 
weather, and if any disorders, or danger happens by fire- 
or Otherwise in the night time to poe ye Constables 
yrof.” 


At a meeting held Dec. 21, 17D5, a Brocttniation for a 
(General Thanksgiving to be observed on ye 10th day 
lof Jan. next ensuing, throughout this government, was’ 
read and passed. This is the first record of a ‘Thanks 


Proclamation made in the Colony of Pennsylvania. 


The Germans, also, have played a most important part 
in the history of Pennsylvania, much more conspicuous 
than has been accorded them. 


The government of Germany did not enter upon Col- 
onial enterprises as early as some of the other nations 
because Germany lay prostrate and desolate from the 
results of the 30 mE war and succeeding French in- 
vasion. ) ; 


@ 4 o. 

No _considerable — body of Germans found their way 
to America. until 1683—almost - -200 years after its -dis- 
covery. And when the stream of immigration began at 
last to flow in some force, it brought Quakers—the fruits 


of Penn’s missionary activity’ in ‘Germany for several 


HEA before he founded- ‘his famous colony. 
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In the year 1682 a wey of Cater a 
15,000 acres of land from Wm. Penn in the section in 
which Germantown is now located. The next year 23 


persons from Crefelt, a city of the lower Rhine, arrived - 


in Philadelphia whence they proceeded to the present 
site of Germantown, where, under the leadership of Pas- 
torius, that town was Pa, out. Other immigrants fol- 
lowed and soon they began to dig cellars and build the 
huts in which, not without hardship, they spent the fol- 
lowing winter. A glimpse into the home life of one 
of these dwellers is interesting—he writes—“I have here 
a shop of many kinds of goods and edibles. Sometimes 
[ ride out with merchandise, and sometimes bring some- 
thing back, mostly from Indians, and deal with them in 
many things. I have no regular servant except one 
Negro, whom I bought. I have no rent or ‘tax’ or excise 
to pay. I have a cow which gives plenty of milk, a horse 
to ride around. My pigs increase rapidly, so that in the 
summer I had 17. when at first I had only two. I have 
many chickens and geese and a garden and shall next 
year have an orchard if I remain well so that my wife 
and I are in good spirits.” ee ae 


To-day Germantown is one of the delightful residen-. 


tial sections of the old city of Philadelphia. 


The second important settlement by the Germans in 
Pennsylvania was in the beautiful valley of the Swatara 


and Tulpehocken. These settlers were fugitives from 


the Palatinate for whom Queen Anne had provided shel- 
ter, clothing and food in England and free transportation 
to the New World. 


They arrived in New: York in 1710 aad | ptoceededinarth.- A cae Slee a 


ward where Gov. Hunter settled them on some: 6,000 
acres of land known as Livingston Manor. ‘Herel’ they 
endured wrongs and hardships under English masters 
little better ehan the Egyptian slavery of the  Israelities. 


e 
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Driven from their first settlement by the treachery and 
dishonesty of their employers, they sought refuge in the 
Promised Land in the beautiful valley of the Schoharie, 
from whence they were again ejected and once more 
compelled to give up their comfortable homes ag seek 
shelter in a strange land. 


y 


Gov. Keith of Pennsylvania having heard of the plight 
of the Germans at Schoharie invited them to come to his 
- colony and promised them a good land. . 


Led by an Indian guide we find them, in 1723 following 
= the course of the Susquehanna as far as the mouth of 
the Swatara, a few miles below what is now- Harrisburg. 
From thence they made their way to the Tulpehocken 
region, a few miles northwest of the present Reading, 
in fair, and free and fruitful Pen dsylvania, where they 
found rest. 


Not, however, until the spring of 1728, did the second 
and last company leave the Schoharie. This company 
was under the leadership of Conrad Weiser, by far the 

- ~ablest and most influential man among them, who was 
destined soon after to play such a prominent part in the - 
history of the Province. 


He had no sooner settled on the Tulpehocken than he 
was recognized by the proprietaries as a leader of men. 
Having lived among the Mohawk Indian8 for several 
years, his knowledge of their language and habits en- 
abled him to act as interpreter and peacemaker on many 
occasions when war between the sevulees and Indians 
seemed inevitable. ; z= 


@ = Rupp,in petit tet of Lebanon and Berks says: “The 
colony from Schoharie occupied the, land on the Tulpe- 
hocken without. permission from ‘the Proprietaries,” but - 

_the records state that they purchased the land from the 
Indians; which assuredly gave them the baie to Booey ‘ 
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the same. Here they renewed ine bos once ‘more, 
and here they established a community which has ever 
since been steadily growing and flourishing such as few 
settlements in the country or state have done. ; 


History is full of the noble deeds of the Scotch-Irish 
colonists of Pennsylvania, who had been driven from 
their homes in the north of Ireland by the terrible per- 
secutions of the Presbyterians Or - Machete between 


the years 1660 and 1680. 


The first ‘settlement of Scotch-Irish in Pennsylvania 
was within the boundaries of Lancaster County (then 
Chester), and was along Chickies Creek, in the vicinity 


of Donegal Spring. Those who settled in Lebanon County | 


were originally a part of the Donegal | colony. They 
settled chiefly along the southern and western borders 
of the county, where they: remained for several genera- 
tions, and the reason why so ¢ew of their descendants are 
left in that locality is because of the inability of their 
ancestors to compete with the German settlers alongside 
of them. However, during the period of their, stay they 
contributed much to the growth of. the county, being 
among the foremost in the establishment of churches 
and schools. At the same time they acted as border de- 
fenders, and in that way enabled their German neigh- 
bors to follow their agricultural pursuits more success- 
fully. Their restlessness and love of conquest generally 
carried them far beyond the German settlements. 


It would be exceedingly interesting, as well as in- 
structive, to follow these several groups of early Penn- 


sylvania settlers, as they moved westward ‘during the 





years, and laid still broader.and deeper. the- foundations -—— -——— 


arti 


of this, in many respects, the greatest state in the Union. 


_ But time does not permit, nor would it be included with- — 7 


in the scope of this. Bae 
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We occupy their places “today. As they had the 
responsibilities and duties of their day, so do we now. 
They accomplished their work successfully and we owe 
a great debt of gratitude to them. Let us then dedicate 
and consecrate ourselves to the dutied the state imposes 
upon us to-day. . Let us defend our beloved Common- 
wealth from all insidious foes, and at the same time 
develop the spirit of righteousness, justice, peace and 


prosperity among her citizens. 
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AN OLD COLONIAL HOMESTEAD 


(THE HENRY S. HEILMAN HOUSE AND TREASURES)- 


There has been given to me the delightful task of 
telling, briefly, the story of the Henry S. Heilman house 
and its treasures. 


One of my earliest recollections is of going to Heil- 
man’s and seeing Polly—little, old, fat and wrinkled, sitt- 
ing on a little, low chair peeling little, new potatoes. The 
chair is still there, but Polly has long since gone home. 


Then there was Mammy who never scolded in all the 
years I knew her, and who always had cookies and little 


apples or tomatoes for hungry children. 


And-Auntie, who hurried and bustled and had sich a 
big heart and quick tongue. When she | wasn’t feeding 
the dogs-she was scolding them for being in the way. 


Mr. Heilman (Pappy) and his father (Grandpap), . 


were, of coursé, the collectors of the treasures, none of 
which in my estimation, can compare with the wonder- 
ful, steadfast friendship of the people wre lived, and 
live, in this attractive old house. 


THE HOUSE The house is built of rough surface 
limestone. The mortar was a mixture of mud and lime, 
made in winter and left to ripen until Spring, thus in- 
creasing its adhesive qualities. - 


The house was built by John Stoever, and his wife, 
Angenes, in 1795, on land bequeathed to him by his 
father, John Casper Stoever. There is a generous hall in 
the middle, with rooms on both sides. The house was 
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originally rectangular in shave: but the conservatory, 
library, and out-kitchen have been added from time to 
time. 


The original banister and stairway are in the rear of 
the hall. 


In the front of ‘the house, above the porch roof, are 
two tablets of stone, bearing the following inscriptions: 


x Gott Gessegne Friede Sey in diesem Haus 
dieses Haus und wer _. Und mit Diehnen 
geht da ein und aus! Welche Drauss 

Johannes Stoever _ Diese Haus 
Angenes Stoeverin ist Erbaut - — 
1795 * — Anno 1795 
(Translation) (Translation) 

God bless Peace be in this house 
this hcuse and who and with those 
goes here -in and out. : outside 

John Stoever This house 
Angenes Stoever is built 
1795 A. D. 1795 


The cellar is the old-fashioned, arched type, in four 
sections, with heavy twelve-inch beams; also a dark, 
damp apple cellar. 


Scattered throughout the house are it’s treasures. 


There are four Grandfather clocks. One made by 
@ Jacob Goodhart of Lebanon, one by Christian Eby of 
Manheim, and one by Jacob Godschalk of Philadelphia. 


An old clock face has the date—January 21, 1743, and 
the name, George Geistweit.” The writing, on the back 
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of the clock face, is invisible except when it is oiled and 
held to the light. There is no record in the Old Clock 
Book of clocks made by Geistweit. . 


There are four corner cupboards, full of old-fashioned 
dishes, including eight Syntax plates, the Girard Bank 
Building of Philadelphia; views of the Landing of Lafay- 
ette, the Philadelphia Water Works, a lustre cream 
pitcher (with the Surrender of Cornwallis on one side, 
and the bust of Lafayette on the other); a Lowstuft 
helmet pitcher, a mug and plate with maxims of Benj- 
amin Franklin, the Old State House at Boston, the Old 
O:ztagon Church at Boston, a saucer portraying the figure 
of Washington, and a plate showing Gilpin’s Mill on the 
Brandywine Creek, where Washington was in winter | 
quarters. There are goblets which seem to sing if you 
tap them gently, gaily colored cups and saucers, with 
flowers and peacocks; tea pots and pitchers of all shapes 
and sizes, and wonderful little cream jugs. The corner 
cupboards-are of cherry, inlaid with maple, specimens of 
- skilled workmanship. __ § 


The old Pewter plates and soup plates made in London 
form a collection by themselves. 


The home-spun Nigers and aprons, and the gorgeous 
old quilts and bed spreads are a joy to behold, and the 
silk mufflers and scarfs are very beautiful. 


You can see old-fashioned high chairs, a cradle, eleven 
Windsor chairs, some with eleven and some with thirteen 
slats in the back, a tilt-top pie crust table, and a two- 
drop leaf table, a four-post Poe many old chests and a 
beautiful settee. 


In the chests and cupboards are Dodie honed baby 
caps and wedding garments for men and women; candle 
snuffers and candle molds, and an old cork ink well, 
once the property of John Casper Stoever. 
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Among the cooking utensils are big iron pots and 
skillets, heavy steel] knives and forks, ember holders, 
and fetomshels, and fascinating old baskets. 


There are even old spectacles, one pair that is a good 
example of two in one, for there are dark glasses that 
can be put back over the temple or bent over the white 
glasses, to keep out the glare of the light on snow and 
forest. 


There are maps of Lebanon County as early as 1840. 


In the basement is the bell which once hung above 
John Casper Stoever’s home and was rung to warn the 
settlers of danger from the Indians. 


In the basement is the bell which once hung above 
John Casper Stoever’s home ahd was rung to warn the 
settlers of danger from the Indians. 


Some of the window panes are of Stiegel glass, made 
at Manheim. They are much thinner than modern glass. 
Franklin wrote to his son, who was governor of New 
Jersey in 1768, saying :— 
“There is a glass house in Lancaster County, but it 
makes only a little coarse ware for the County neighbors.” 


(Ellis & Evan’s History of Lancaster County, p. 303, printed 
1833.) 


THE LIBRARY: The library in this wonderful old 
home is a veritable treasure house in itself. The first 
volume of the collection of books was a Bible, purchased 
by Grandpap. 


To my childish eyes that ewas the least important 
thing about him, for Grandpap could make little match . 
boxes, wonderful fly chasers, beautiful tables and chairs, 
a porch swing (still in use), and had a most enticing 
earpenter shop, just full of things attractive to a little 
tom-boy. It was Grandpap who held me on his Jap and 
told me stories the day I fell out the door on the second 
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floor of the barn and broke my arm, while Pappy drove 
to town for my Dad and the Doctor. 


Pappy had a little horse, Nelly, who never went faster 


than a trot, but she trotted us all around the County 
where many of the treasures in this collection were found 
by Pappy and my Dad. 

The wood-work in the library is a charming combina- 
tion of walnut and ash. The logs were sawed in the Heil- 
man saw mill and finished at Reinoehl and Meilly’s plan- 
ing mill. 


That first Bible which Grandpap bought, is the larg- — 


est book in the collection, measuring 16”x1014"x5”", and 
weighing twenty-five pounds. It was printed by Em- 
manuel and Johann Rudolph, published in 1729, bought 
by Grandpap in 1833 for twelve dollars and twenty-five 
cents. On the inside of the cover these words appear :— 
“Lewis Lupp, this Bible costs five pounds ten Taye 
($17.50), 1769.” 


There are two-small Bibles, the oldest being 2”x114"’x- 
14", printed by Zentler, in Philadelphia, 1811, in German. 


The smallest one is 114”xl7/"x14”, a tiny St. James 
authorized version, printed in aS S LOW, ie Lol.) MUL 
weighs one-half ounce. 


One would need an immense catalog to refer to all 
the interesting volumes, so I will attempt only a small 
list: : 
1 a copy of Wisdom in Miniature (English) 
by. Benjamin Franklin. 
2 a complete set of Pennsylvania Archives. 
3 a New England primer, 1796 (English) 
anes at Germantown. 
4 a Primer printed by Joseph Hartman at 
eon in 1821. 
-5 many volumes of Godey’s Ladys Books. 
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IN THE HENRY S. HEILMAN HOME 
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an autographed copy of James Greenleaf 

Whittier’s PENNSYLVANIA. Pahl, 

1872. 

a Little Catechism for Small Children,” 
printed by Jacob Stoever in Lebanon, 1810. 

a case of books printed in Lebanon by local 

printers, including Jacob Schnes, Joseph 

Hartman, Daniel Miller, SUE and Jacob 

Stoever. 

a case of books printed at Ephrata, 

about fifty hymn books printed at Ephrata, 

with usually only two lines of music and the 

first letter of each hymn being scroll work. 
done by hand. 

eight Christopher Sauer Bibles: two dated 

1776, three of 1763, and three of 1743. The 

1776 edition is very- rare, for although 

many were prepared for printing in that 

year, the British used them for litter for 

their horses and wads for their muskets. 

(a) two sets.of Poor Richard Almanacs, 

printed by Franklin. The 1752 Almanac 

is the one where September 3 was changed 

to September 14 by reason of the Gregorian 

Amendment of the Julian Calendar. (b) 

also almanacs by Sauer and some by Hart- 

man. 

many volumes of Martyr’s Mirrors, relig- 

ious books by outstanding preachers. 

two Poor Man’s Bibles. . These are very 

rare, consisting of 52 cards, one for each 

week, each card containing.a verse of Scrip- 
ture. These cards are arranged ina box 
instead of being bound i in book form. They: 
are referred .to in. Christopher Sauer’s Al- 





-manac of 1751 as “Schatz -Kastlein”, or 


Jewel Caskets, and were used by. Persons 
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who were too poor to own a Bible. 

Oie copy of Practica Electionum Prelat- 
orum, by Michael Lochmaief, printed in 
Padua, Italy. ) 

One of the most interesting volumes is a 
large Bible with raised brass trimmings 
(wnich also serve as a protection to the 
binding), printed in Zurich, Germany, in 
1744, called the Fraerischauer -Bible. It 
was printed by Christopher Fraueschauer 
and has a frog pictured on several pages, 
as a trade mark. 

_There are two copies. of “Wahrer Christ- 
endom”’, religious books printed i in German- 
town by Franklin.’ These§are like the 
books presented to early emigrants upon 
embarkation, by Queen Anne. : 

The oldest volume is a Latin religious book ~~ 
printed in 1486, six years ‘before Columbus 
discovered America. 

There are many -volumes of Magnrines of- 
American History, published semi-annually 

up to 1879, and very similar to our D. A. R. 
Magazizne, containing copies of many let- 
ters written by various Presidents -which . 
are not found in other publications. . 

Besides books, this room contains a sweet-toned pipe 
_organ. which originally belonged to Baron Stiegel. It 
was purchased by John Casper Stoever and kept at 
Christian Wegman’s house. This house was later pur- 
chased by John Casper Stoever,- and both house and 
@zgan were. willed to Frederick Stoever, who-sold the 
organ to Adam Ulrich, father of A. Stanley Ulrich, from 

. whom . Mr. Heilman bought it. There are both lead 
and wooden pipes, and the original -keys:have been pre- 
served, although they are no longer used. . These old 
keys had the flats and sharps made of white bone and 








AN OLD COLONIAL HOMESTEAD | + 335 


the naturals of ebony. The organ was rebuilt by the 
Miller Organ Company and put in its present position 
! about 1880. 


- y The collection of old deeds is of -special interest to 
those who are Daughters of the American Revolution, 
for there are signatures on some of them which make 
us thrill to the romance of these relics. = 

When the Conrad Weiser Park was dedicated, two of 
the deeds were presented to the museum there. The 
One is a deed from the Sheriff of Berks County, selling 
the property of John Womelsdorf to Valentine Unruh, 
and the other is a deed. for a tract of land belonging to 
Conrad Weiser, executed by his widow and two sons, oe 
Peter and Samuel, which Conrad Weiser-bought from . ii 
the Sheriff of Berks County in 1736.- 


Remaining in ‘the collection is a deed from George 
Steitz to Frederick Nikademus (note the spelling!), 175% 
and one of Michael Gross to William Henry Stiegel, £763). = \ 
One: of George Reynolds and wife, Ellenor,’ to Phillip 
Crafford, 1761, and a George Reynolds deed, upon which 
appears the signature of John Phillip DeHaas. 





The Sheriff sold some land belonging to.George es 
nolds, grandson of George Steitz, to the Land Company, 
in 1763 and upon that deed the following names appear: 

John Casper Stoever ; : ; 
Christian Wegman | oe 
Phillip Greenawalt i on 24 
Casper Schneble (builder of American pues ae 
George Hock as ee 
Christian Gish ae 
John Ulrich Snavely 3 ; ten i 

The first two names were written in English; the a 

other six in German. — wii 
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Also one of the original counterparts of the partition 
of the ground rent rights of the town of Lebanon, as 
decreed by the Dauphin Qounty Court in 1808. This i 
instrument shows the one-éighth interest of one of the 
assignees of the Land Company, and is a document of 
considerable historical interest and legal value. 


i 


The original deed to the Heilman property, given to 
the builder of the house by the executor of John Casper 
Stoever’s estate, is among the collection. 


Also the deed for a grant of land from Thomas and 
Richard Penn, dated 1744, signed by James Hamilton, 
Esq., Lieutenant Governor of Pennsylvania; and one for 
some land still held in the family, from John and Richard 
Penn to Isaac Snavely, d ed 1754, and signed: by John 
Penn, Esq., Lieutenant Governor of Pennsylvania (son 
of William Penn, the founder of our great State). 


; The boundaries in these deeds are nearly always men- 
tioned as marked trees, and the last deed reads “from 
black oak to black-oak”, and is for land in the section 
now known as Black Oak Hill. oer 


A proper conception of this house and its innumerable 
treasures can be acquired only by repeated visits, and 
visitors, as I well know, always receive a cordial wel- 
come. ; 


(Mrs. Clarence R.) Priscilla Stanley Fox. 
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